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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 

THE REPLY FILED July 1V^ 2007 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

1 . El The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) In compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) n The period for reply expires months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) 13 The period for reply expires on: (1 ) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the' mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 1s checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(0. 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(a) is calculated from: (1 ) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2. □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41 .37(a)). or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 .37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41 .37(a), 
AMENDMENTS 

3. □ The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because 

(a) n They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) n They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed to place the application In better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the Issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) n They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: . (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)). 

4. □ The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Mon-Compllant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. □ Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted In a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. □ For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) □ will not be entered, or b) □ will be entered and an explanation of 

how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Clalm(s) rejected: 



Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1,11 6(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1). 

10. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry Is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

1 1 . S The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application In condition for allowance because: 

See attached. 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s). 

13. □ Other: . 
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(Continuation of item 1 1 on form PTO-303) 

A. Applicant's claims that the double patenting type rejection has been over come by 
the terminal disclaimer filed February 13^, 2007 are in not supported by the evidence of 
record as set forth below. 

1) The Double Patenting rejection cites the claim(s) of Application 10/910,713 
against the instant application. 

2) The terminal disclaimer filed February 13*', 2007 is directed to application 
10/764.994. 

3) The terminal disclaimer is not directed to the Application listed in the double 
patenting rejection and therefore cannot be relied upon to overcome said double 
patenting rejection. 

Copies of the terminal disclaimer as filed, and portions of the Patent publication 
referenced in the double patenting rejection are attached for the Applicant's reference. 

B. The Applicant argues the utilization of video images to form a composite Image of a 
dealer against a background as a novel feature of the claimed invention not provided for 
by the prior art however this argument is not persuasive. 

1) The argued limitations of a "processor can be fed at least two different multiple 
video images and merge those images to forni a composite image of a dealer against a 
background" set forth the intended use of a apparatus type claim and therefore imbues 
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limited patentable weight in an apparatus type claim in accordance with MPEP 21 14 as 
previous set forth on at least page 4 the final office action dated May 1 1**', 2007. 

2) The Applicant contends that claim 2 of Toyoda is cited for the teaching of a 
feature as claimed however this interpretation is not reflective of the Final office Action 
dated May 11"^, 2007. The only reference to a "claim 2" in the final rejection of May 

1 1**', 2007 is prefaced with the term pending "pending" and reference the Applicant's 
claims not claims of the prior art. Hence the Examiner does not and has not relied upon 
patented claim number 2 of Toyoda to teach the feature of a live video feed as alleged 
and argued by the Applicant. The redress of the claimed feature including a live image 
maybe found on at least page 5 the final office action dated May 1 1"', 2007. 

3) The Applicant contends the prior art of Toyoda fails to teach a processing 
board individually associated and dedicated with each player position. If the applicant 
intends for this limitation to encompass any processing board the individual display 
device of Toyoda (Elm 32) would implicitly contain a display driver board associated 
therewith. In further addition to this however Toyoda provides several exemplary 
devices that may serve as player terminals and that are known to contain processing 
boards including but not limited to a cell phone device in paragraph 71 of 
2004/0063482. 

For the above reasons the rejections as presented in the Final office action dated 



May 11*", 2007 are maintained. 
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The owner, $^lvu-^^ t/)rf^^, IThc. ^ of \^^^ ponceni Interest In the Instam eppHcatlon hereby dfadaima, 

except as provided below, the terniinal part of the statutory larm of any patent granted on the Instant appOcationwhi'Ch would extend beyond 
the expiration date of the fUH statutory term of any paiam granted on pending reference Application Number tonh . filed 

on J^H**^*^ ^y aa such tenn Is defined in 35 U.S.C. 154 and 173, and as the term of any patent gra/^ted on said reference 
appUcatJon may'be snbrtaned by any tsrmtnal dlsdatmer filed prior to the grant of eny patent on the pending referance application. The owrrar 
hereby agreas that any patent so granted on the instant application ahaa bo onEoreeable only for and during such period that it and any patent 
granted on the reference epplicatian are camnMniy ofv/ned. Thts agreement njns with any patent granted on the instant eppflcatlon and is 
bfntf ng upon the grantee, its successors or assigns. 

In making the above diedaimer, tna owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent gnanted on the Instant appUcaiion that would 
extend to the expiration date of the full statutory tenn es defined in 35 U.S.G. 1S4 and 173 of any patent granted on said roferonce 
appRcatton, 'as the term of any patent granted on said reierenee application may be shortened by any tenninal disclaimer filed prior to the 
g/eni of any patent en the pending roforonce application,* in the event that any eu^ patent: gmnted on the pending reference appQcaUon: 
expires for failure to pay a malnlenanoe lee. is held unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of competent Jurtsdictton, Is statutorOy disdaimed 
In whole or termlnaiiy disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321, has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is In any manner 
tenninated pdorto the explretlon of its full statutory tenn as shortened by any tenninal disclaimer filed prior to its granL 

Check either box 1 or 2 below, if appropriate. 

1. O For submissions on behalf of a business/organization (e.g.. corporellon. partnership, university, gevemmeni agency, 

etc.). the undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the business/organization. 

1 hereby declare that an statemBnts made herein of my own knowledge aie true and that ell statements made on inibnnaUon and 
belief are believed to ba tnJO: and fbrlher that these statements were mode with the Icnowfedgs that willM falsa etataments and the tike SO 
made are punishable by fine or Imprfsonment, or both, undar Sectbn 1001 of Title 16 of the United States Code and that such wiDltil toise 
ststements may jeopardize the vaOdtty of the application or any patent issued (hereon. 

2. H The undersigned is an attorney 0/ ag^nt ol record. Reci.No. Z^fej 3^ D 

JTt Signature Date " 



Typed Of printed name 



Telephone Number 

n Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1 J20(d> is included. , >9 / 

WARNING: Information on this fonn may become public Credit card Information should not 
be Included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO-Z038. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method of playing a wagering game comprises the steps 

of a player placing a first wager to participate in the 
wagering game and dealing at least a partial hand of cards 
to each player participating in the wagering game. The 
method includes providing a set of winning outcomes and 
corresponding payout odds against a pay table, wherein the 
set of winning outcomes includes at least one predetermined 
minimmn high ranking hand and at least one predetermined 
maximum low ranking hand. Additional caid are dealt, if 
necessary to complete each player hand. The method further 
includes the step of paying a player a payout on the first 
wager for obtaining a winning outcome without requiring 
the player to make an election as between having at least one 
predetermined minimum high ranking hand and at least one 
predetermined maximum low ranking hand. 
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55. The automated gaming system of claim 52 wherein 
additional player input can be provided from player input 
provided on a surface below the video display surface and 
facing a position where players are to be seated, 

56. The automated gaming system of claim 46 wherein 
communication between the main game processor and the 
individual player processor is performed through a transac- 
tion-based protocol. 

57. The automated gaming system of claim 54 wherein 
either the main game processor or the individual player 
processor can start a transaction. 

58. The automated gaming system of claim 48 wherein 
communication between the main game processor and the 
individual player processor is performed through a transac- 
tion-based protocol. 

59. The automated gaming system of claim 56 wherein 
either the main game processor or the individual player 
processor can start a transaction. 

60. The automated gaming system of claim 52 wherein 
each player position has an individual player processing 
board dedicated to that position and communication between 
the main game processor and the individual player processor 
is performed through a transaction-based protocol. 

61. An automated gaming system comprising a gaming 
table and an upright video display panel communicatively 
connected to a computer based processor that provides 
software to practice the method of claim 1 comprising: 

an upright video display panel, the panel displaying a 
virtual image of a dealer; 

a table having an upper surface, the upper surface having 
a substantially horizontal video display surface that 
provides a continuous field of video display and at least 
two different player positions; and 

at least one main game processor and optionally at least 
one additional game display processor in information 
communication with the upright video display panel 
and the video display surface, the main processor or at 
least one display processor directing video display on 
both the upright video display panel and the video 
display surface, and the main game processor providing 
game rules for the play of at least one casino table card 
game without the use of physical cards on the table 

and a plurality of player stations, each player station 
having its own intelligence. 

62. The device of claim 59 wherein each player station 
and the main game processor are in communication. 

63. The device of claim 60 wherein the communication is 
event driven. 

64. The device of claim 61 wherein information commu- 
nicated is included in an information packet. 

65. An automated gaming system comprising a gaming 
table and an upright video display panel communicatively 
connected to a computer based processor that provides 
software to practice the method of claim 1 comprising: 

an upright video display panel, the panel displaying a 
virtual image of a dealer, 

a table having an upper surface, the upper surface having 
a substantially horizontal video display surface that 
provides a continuous field of video display and at least 
two different player positions, each player position 
having an intelligent board; and 



at least one main game processor and optionally at least 
one additional game display processor in information 
communication with the upright video display panel 
and the video display surface, the main processor or at 
least one display processor directing video display on 
both the upright video display panel and the video 
display surface, and the main game processor providing 
game rules for the play.of at least one casino table card 
game without the use of physical cards on the table; 

wherein the intelligent boards are in communication with 
the main game processor, sending packets of informa- 
tion from player positions as events occur. 

66. The automated gaming system of claim 63 wherein 
the communication between the intelligent boards and the 
main game processor comprises communication of player 
input. 

67. The automated gaming system of claim 64 wherein 
there is a dealer game engine intermediate the intelligent 
boards and the main game processor. 

68. A method of playing an automated game having an 
upright video display panel communicatively connected to a 
computer based processor that provides software to practice 
the method of claim 1, the panel displaying a virtual image 
of a dealer, a table having an upper surface, the upper surface 
having a substantially horizontal video display surface that 
provides a continuous field of video display and at least two 
different player positions, each of the at least two player 
positions having an intelligent board, and a main game 
processor, the method comprising sending packets of infor- 
mation from intelligent boards at player positions to the 
main game processor as events occur at player positions. 

69. The method of claim 66 wherein player input initiates 
the communication between the intelligent boards and the 
main game processor. 

70. The method of claim 67 wherein there is a dealer game 
engine intermediate the communication path between the 
intelligent boards and the main game processor. 

71. The method of claim 66 wherein there the packets of 
information are sent directly from the intelligence boards to 
the main game processor for communication of player input. 

72. The method of claim 66 wherein the communication 
is event driven. 

73. The method of claim 66 wherein the communication 
comprises a cyclic redundancy check. 

74. The method of claim 66 wherein the communication 
is transaction based. 

75. An automated wagering gaming event system con- 
nected to at least one processor that provides software to 
practice the method of claim 1 comprising: 

at least two distinct video displays, a first display for 
showing a dealer in a card game and at least a second 
display showing playing cards to individual players; 

the at least one processor* for enabling play of the wager- 
ing gaming event; 

multiple player positions to enable multiple players to 
play the game; 

wherein the at least one processor can a) feed or b) receive 
and feed at least two different multiple video images 
and merge the at least two multiple video images to 
form a composite image of a dealer against a back- 
ground, wherein the background comprises at least one 
dynamic image. 



7/16/07, EAST Version: 2.0.3.0 



